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BEVERAGE CARTONS
ALL MADE OF PAPER?
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Beverage cartons are not entirely made
of paper. When the carton is cut open,
we can easily find different materials
stacked up in three to seven layers.
This commonly includes paper, PE
(Polyethylene) plastics and aluminum film
which are all combined to serve different
purposes. The paper supports the whole
packaging with its strength and rigidity
while allowing designs to be printed on
the surface. PE plastics are water-proof
and adhesive. Thin layers of aluminum
film ensure great isolation of light and
oxygen. With a complex combination
of multiple materials, beverages cartons
are categorized as composite materials.
They do not undergo standard recycling
processes as regular paper and shall be
collected by specific recyclers.
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Step 1: Remove the straw
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Step 2: Cut open and rinse the
carton with clear water
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Step 3: Air dry the carton
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Step 4: Places milk cartons and aluminum
foil containers to specific recycling bins
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